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ORICA BACKS
BEANIE CAMPAIGN
Recently we participated in the Beanie for Brain Cancer fundraising campaign, selling more than 440 beanies and raising
nearly $9,000. The campaign is an initiative of the Mark Hughes Foundation, a local charity formed by ex-Knights player
Mark Hughes and his wife Kirralee. Its mission is to raise much-needed funds for research, create awareness, and support
brain cancer patients and their families. Mark was diagnosed with brain cancer in 2014.
“My wife Kirralee and I created Beanie for Brain Cancer while I was fighting the disease because many brain cancer patients
wear beanies to cover scars, bandages, hair loss and to keep warm.”
“As there is no cure for brain cancer, raising money to fund research is critical. It kills more children than any other disease
and more adults under 40 than any other cancer. These statistics need to change,” said Mark.
We also supported the Mark Hughes Foundation earlier this year with a $10,000 grant through the Community
Investment Program.
Mark Hughes recently visited the Orica site to talk about his journey and the work of his charity

AMMONIA
TANK TESTING
In the week beginning 20 August, the ammonia storage tank
will undergo acoustic emission (AE) testing. Conducted every 10
years, AE testing enables us to verify the integrity of the tank. It
involves the installation of 96 microphone probes to the inner
tank wall and roof, which then record the movement of the
tank as it is slowly filled and pressurised. Any areas of corrosion,
cracking or deformation can be identified by analysing the
different sounds that the tank emits during this process.
Global company IRISNDT, which has extensive experience in
acoustic emission testing, will undertake the project.

The ammonia tank at the Kooragang Island site

PM2.5
INVESTIGATION
As previously communicated our site has been identified as a
contributor to fine particulate matter (PM2.5), in the form of
ammonium nitrate, at the Stockton air quality monitoring station.
Earlier this year, activities required by a Pollution Reduction
Program (PRP) were completed including:
−− further analysis of samples from the air monitoring station
−− identifying sources of fine ammonium nitrate at the site
−− identifying technologies to reduce PM2.5 emissions.

The prill tower has been identified as the main source of PM2.5

The prill tower was found to be the main contributor from our
site to PM2.5 at Stockton. After a comprehensive investigation
of potential emission reduction technologies, irrigated fibre-bed
scrubbing was identified as the most technically suitable. Further
detailed investigations are required to determine the feasibility of
installing this technology at our site.

NOx EMISSIONS
REDUCED
A new catalyst in the No.1 nitric acid plant has significantly
reduced emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) by more than 60
per cent. The catalyst was installed during the plant’s recent
planned maintenance shutdown.
NOx is a by-product of nitric acid production and emissions are
monitored under our Environment Protection Licence.
The No.1 nitric acid plant undergoing maintenance works

INDUSTRY
PARTNERS TO
SUPPORT SOUL CAFÉ
Orica partnered with NCIG and the Port of Newcastle to fund
a new $44,000 commercial-grade, walk-in fridge/freezer for
Soul Café. The new installation will greatly increase the café’s
capacity to store rescued food and produce. Soul Cafe provides
hundreds of free meals every week to highly disadvantaged
members of our community, many of whom are homeless,
have a mental illness, substance abuse issue or live in poverty. It
also provides a range of support services including counselling
and legal aid.

Soul Café CEO Rick Prosser and Orica KI General Manager
Bertus De Villiers

Orica Kooragang Island General Manager Bertus De Villiers
said: “Soul Café helps the most vulnerable members of the
community re-engage with society. This is a very worthwhile
project undertaken by an inspiring organisation and we are
proud to be involved.”

TREE-PLANTING
CHALLENGE
To celebrate World Environment Day on 5 June, Orica
employees participated in a tree-planting challenge at
Kooragang Wetland, a Ramsar-listed site of international
importance. The event, organised by Conservation Volunteers
Australia, saw teams from numerous Kooragang-based
industries plant more than 3,000 native trees. The new trees
will help improve the habitat for thousands of migratory
shorebirds. While the Orica team didn’t win the challenge, the
seven-member squad managed to plant an impressive 316 trees
in two hours, or 45 trees per person.

The Orica team at the tree-planting challenge

HSC CHEMISTRY
EDUCATION
PROGRAM

Newcastle Grammar students participating in the HSC
Chemistry Education Program

More than 200 students from 17 high schools participated in
our 2018 HSC Chemistry Education Program, which recently
wrapped up. The program provided a practical demonstration
of ammonia production, a key part of the Chemistry syllabus.
Students were given a guided tour of the ammonia plant and a
presentation by a chemical engineer.

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT
PROGRAM UPDATE
Below is an update on activities undertaken by local organisations that have received grants
through the Orica Kooragang Island Community Investment Program.

The new cricket nets at Connolly
Park, Carrington

The cast of Tantrum Youth Arts
performing The One

Members of the Hillcrest
Tennis Club

Tantrum Youth Arts
$10,000

Carrington Community Council
$10,000

Hillcrest Tennis Club
$10,000

The youth theatre organisation staged
its outdoor, site-specific production
The One in King Edward Park. The
performance explored how young
people’s ideals of love are shaped by
classic narratives from literature, film
and music.

The organisation installed new cricket
nets at Connolly Park, which can be
used by community, sporting and
school groups.

The club replaced two corroded light
poles on the No.1 tennis court and
completed various maintenance activities.

2018 COMMUNITY
EVENTS CALENDAR
COMMUNITY
SITE TOURS*

HARRY’S HOUSE
CHARITY SHIELD

Saturday 11 August

Saturday 18 August

*By registration only.
Participants must be a
minimum age of 16.

Lynn Oval, Stockton

orica.com/kooragang

Phone: 1800 789 044

COMMUNITY
INVESTMENT
PROGRAM

COMMUNITY
REFERENCE GROUP
MEETINGS

Round 2 opens 1
September

Monday 27 August

Email: kooragang@orica.com

Monday 26 November

